


 A-4U AT A GLANCE

 The Alliance of 4 Universities (A-4U) is a strategic partnership 

of four leading Spanish public universities: Universitat Autònoma 

de Barcelona (UAB), Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (UAM), 

Universidad Carlos III de Madrid (UC3M), and Universitat Pompeu 

Fabra in Barcelona (UPF).

 The Alliance exists to:

• Enhance international mobility of students, researchers, 

and academics

• Establish research collaboration partnerships worldwide

• Promote English-taught degrees offered by A-4U universities

• Raise the international pro�le of A-4U members

Both cities are major European 

cultural venues with a rich history 

and cultural heritage, and offer a 

wide variety of sports and leisure 

activities, while their festivals and 

cafés create a vibrant social 

atmosphere. The warmth of their 

people combined with a large 

international community makes 

people from all around the world 

feel at home.
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Facts and �gures



 Why choose A-4U universities?

• Top dynamic public universities in Spain.

• International Campuses.

• High employability ratios.

• Mobility programs with the best universities.

• Wide offer of undergraduate and postgraduate 

programs taught in English.

• 20% of Spanish participation in EU research programs.

• Science parks and spin-offs.

• Commitment with UN’s Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs)

• Members of European University alliances 

(ECIU, CIVIS, EUTOPIA, YUFE).
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 A-4U ACADEMIC OFFER

 Full academic programmes: undergraduate, 

Master and PhD

 Degree-seeking students can obtain an undergraduate degree 

(4 years of study), a Master’s degree (1-2 years of study) or a PhD 

(3 years of study) in the same way as Spanish students. These 

programmes are taught in Spanish or English, depending on the 

offer at each university.

 All programmes are adapted to the European Higher Education 

Area and are accredited by external organizations.  The course 

loads are established in ECTS credits (European Credit Transfer 

System), making students’ studies transferrable and recognized 

within the European Union.

FIRST CYCLE. BACHELOR’S DEGREE (240 ECTS)

PROFESSIONAL WORLD

SECOND CYCLE. MASTER’S DEGREE 

(60, 90, 120 ECTS)

THIRD CYCLE. DOCTORAL DEGREE 
(MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 300 ECTS IN OFFICIAL 

PROGRAMS – MINIMUM OF 60 ECTS MUST BE PART 

OF A MASTER’S DEGREE)

 Access and admission requirements for students 

from education systems outside the EU

 Undergraduate access 

requirements

• A secondary education 

diploma, of�cially recognized 

by the Spanish education 

authorities.

• Access exams for non-EU 

students (PCE, pruebas de 

competencias especí�cas) 

https://unedasiss.uned.es

• Any other requirements set 

by the programme (cut-off 

marks, etc.).

 Master’s Degree access 

requirements

• An undergraduate degree 

from a higher education 

institution, which has been 

validated by the Spanish 

embassy or consulate. 

• Any other requirements set 

by the programme.

 PhD access 

requirements

• A Master’s degree from 

a higher education 

institution, validated by 

the Spanish embassy 

or consulate.

• Any other requirements set 

by the programme.

 Access and admission requirements for students from 

EU education systems, countries with reciprocity agree-

ments, and European or International Baccalaureate

 Undergraduate access 

requirements

• EU applicants must meet 

the requirements 

established in their country 

of origin for gaining 

university access.

• Admissions exams for 

non-EU students (PCE, 

pruebas de competencias 

especí�cas)  

https://unedasiss.uned.es

• Any other requirements set 

by the programme (cut-off 

marks, etc.).

• Tuition fees: 

5,000-6,000 Euros 

per degree 

• Tuition fees: 

4,500-8,000 Euros 

per degree

• Tuition fees: 

390-765 Euros 

per year

 Master’s Degree access 

requirements

• Students must have an 

undergraduate degree from 

the European Higher 

Education Area.

• Any other requirements 

set by the programme

 PhD access 

requirements

• EU students must usually 

have a total of 300 credits 

ECTS, 60 of which must be 

on an of�cial university 

Master’s programme.  

• Any other requirements 

set by the programme

 Admission process: Admission process depends on the chosen university. Check the links 

below for further information.

 Academic calendar: In Spain the academic year starts in early September or early October 

and �nishes in late June. At UAB, UAM and UC3M the academic year is divided in 2 semesters, 

and at UPF in 3 trimesters.

 For further information and admission process, check:

■ www.uab.cat − www.uab.cat/postgraduate

■ www.uam.es/uam/admision-grado − 

www.uam.es/uam/internacional/degree-seeking-students

■ www.uc3m.es/bachelor-degree − www.uc3m.es/postgraduate/home

■ www.upf.edu/undergraduate − www.upf.edu/mastersdegrees − www.upf.edu/doctorate



 Learn Spanish before or during your studies

 All four universities offer both intensive and year-long programs 

to learn Spanish while studying on an academic programme 

in English. All four universities also offer preparation courses 

and conduct exams for SIELE, the of�cial Spanish language test.

 Studying on a university programme in English while learning 

Spanish prepares students to later access studies in Spanish 

universities. Knowing Spanish will open the doors for you to the 

huge Spanish-speaking world. Spanish is the 4th most spoken 

language in the world, and is one of the 6 of�cial languages 

of the United Nations.

 For more information on Spanish language courses:

■ www.uab.es/uab-idiomes

■ www.uam.es/uam/estudios/servicio-de-idiomas

■ www.uc3m.es/languages/SpanishCourses

■ www.upf.edu/web/idiomesupf 

 Mobility and Visiting Programs

 It is possible to study at UAB, UAM, UC3M and UPF as an exchange 

student coming through cooperation agreements signed with 

a large number of universities in Europe, North and Latin America, 

Africa, Asia and Australia. It is also possible to study as a visiting 

student and follow undergraduate or master courses that 

complement one’s university studies.

 For more information please contact:

■ internacional@uab.cat

■ www.uam.es/uam/internacional/contacto 

■ iro@uc3m.es 

■ uri@upf.edu

 Study Abroad programmes

 This programme offers students a variety of courses without having 

to go through access procedures. On completing the course, 

students receive a certi�cate, which can be validated for credits 

at their home university.

■ www.uab.es/study-abroad 

■ www.uam.es/uam/studyabroad 

■ www.uc3m.es/internacional/inicio  

■ www.upf.edu/studyabroad/ 

 International Summer Schools

 Summer school programmes offer students the opportunity to 

earn credits, add courses to their transcripts, and gain international 

experience all while exploring new cultures, traveling to new 

places, and learning new languages.

  Madrid and Barcelona make great destinations for a Summer 

experience.

■ www.uab.cat/barcelona-summer-school

■ uam.es/uam/studyabroad/estudiantes-internacionales

■ www.uc3m.es/culture/courses-workshops

■ www.upf.edu/barcelonasummerschool 

UAB UAM UC3M UPF



 SCHOLARSHIPS

 University scholarships/grants

■ UAB offers tuition waivers for of�cial Master’s degrees to non-EU 

students, pre/postdoctoral grants and a number of PhD grants. 

www.uab.cat/beques-ajuts

■ UAM offers a variety of scholarships for international students. 

www.uam.es/becas-estudiantes-internacionales 

■ UC3M offers international students scholarships for postgraduate 

studies and pre-doctoral research, a number of Master Erasmus 

Mundus Scholarships and scholarships for Master’s programmes. 

https://www.uc3m.es/postgraduate/scholarships 

■ UPF offers tuition waivers to students registered for Master’s 

programmes.

www.upf.edu/web/graus/beques-i-ajuts

 University scholarships/grants

• Scholarships for international students to study in Spain

https://www.aecid.es/ES/servicios/becas-y-lectorados

• Scholarships for studying in Europe 

https://education.ec.europa.eu/study-in-europe 



 LIVING IN SPAIN

 Visa and legal requirements

 Non-EU students, prior to arriving in Spain, will need to obtain 

a student visa from the Spanish embassy or consulate in their 

country of residence or where they hold legal residence.

 Important:  Students need to obtain a Type D open student visa 

before leaving their country. 

 Once in Spain, you have to apply for a Student Residence Card. 

 Spain is part of the Schengen Visa Agreement, making other 

European countries easily accessible for leisure and travel.

 For more information on how to obtain a visa:

 https://www.exteriores.gob.es/es/EmbajadasConsulados/

Paginas/index.aspx

 Work permits

 While studying in Spain, you are allowed to work up to 30 hours per 

week, as long as you hold a student permit and can demonstrate 

that work and studies are compatible. After �nishing studies in 

Spain you have several options to follow your stay in Spain (apply 

for a job-seeking visa, work permit, internship permit…). You can 

contact your International Relations Of�ce for further information.

 Cost of living

 Average cost of living per month (in Madrid or Barcelona):

• Shared accommodation: €500

• Food: €200

• Pocket money (public transport, personal items, cultural 

activities): €250

 

 

 Accommodation

 Students usually live in university accommodation or in a rented 

�at that they share with other students.

 For more information:

■ www.uab.cat/vilauniversitaria/ 

■ www.uam.es/uam/internacional/alojamiento

■ www.uc3m.es/living-madrid/need-know/spain

■ www.upf.edu/web/barcelona

 Languages

 All four universities offer programmes taught fully in English. 

 At UAB and UPF, programmes are taught in Catalan, Spanish or 

English, with some programmes being bilingual Spanish/English. 

 At UAM and UC3M, programmes are taught in Spanish or in English. 

Some programmes are bilingual Spanish/English.

 Before enrolling on a course you will be informed of the language 

of instruction.

 



 For more information:

 www.uab.es

 www.uam.es

 www.uc3m.es

 www.upf.edu


